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Simeon  Benjamin 


Founder  of  Elmira  College 

1792  -  1S6S 

W  W 

t  may  seem  a  far  cry  from  the  Battlefield  of  Shrewsbury.  England, 
in  1403  to  the  Campus  of  a  Women’s  College  in  the  City  of 
Elmira,  Xew  York,  500  years  later,  in  1930;  but  the  founder  of 
this  college  was  Simeon  Benjamin,  a  scion  of  the  House  of  Benjamin 
to  which  King  Henry  IV  of  England  granted  the  Coat-of-Arms 
pictured  on  the  following  page  at  the  Knighting  of  a  Berington  at 
Shrewsbury  in  1403;  and  the  legend  thereon  inscribed — “Poussez  En 
Avant”  (  Bush  Forward  ) —  may  well  be  adopted  as  the  motto  of  every 
student  who  enters  the  halls  of  Elmira. 

I 


BEX  JAM  IN  GENEALOGY 

On  June  27th,  1632.  John  Benjamin,  with  his  son  RICHARD 
and  daughter  Mary,  sailed  from  England  in  the  ship  “Lion.”  Captain 
Mason  in  command,  and  arrived  at  Boston.  Mass.,  September  16, 
1632.  They  settled  that  Fall  at  Watertown,  Middlesex  County, 
Mass.,  about  ten  miles  west  of  Boston  Harbor,  where  the  father, 
John  Benjamin,  lived,  died  and  was  buried. 

The  son  RICHARD,  whose  wife’s  given  name  was  Anne,  moved 
in  1640  to  Southold  in  the  northeast  end  of  Long  Island  where  they 
were  among  the  earliest  white  settlers.  Here  both  Richard  and  Anne 
died  in  1681.  Their  children  were: 

Anne  born  in  1643 
RICHARD  born  in  1645 
Simeon  born  in  1648 
Percilla.  married  Thomas  Trueston, 

Joseph  and 
John. 

The  Richard  of  this  generation  lived  until  September  29th.  1730, 
when  he  died  at  the  age  of  85  years.  Elis  wife’s  given  name  was 
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BENJAMIN. 


THE  BENJAMIN  COAT-OF-ARMS  AND  CREST. 


!'hi<  Coat-of-Arms,  bearing  the  motto,  “  Tousse/.  en  avant;* 
forward)  is  the  one  used  conjointly  by  the  Reringtons 
.m-i  Benjamins,  and  is  supposed  to. have  been  granted  at  the 
knighting  of  a  Berington  at  the  field  of  Shrewsbury,  July  21, 

■I  in  'Crest  is  a  Chapeau  or  Duke's  hat  of  crimson  velvet, 
d' up- with  white  ermine  with  a  flame  of  frv  ;  an  emblem 
•  *’•(  md  1  ivrsv  verance 


Benjamin  Coat-ol -Arms,  1403 


Elizabeth.  lie  was  a  fanner  at  Cutchogue  in  the  Town  of  Southold, 
Lone;  Island.  Their  children  were: 

o 

Richard,  3rd,  born  in  1681  ;  died  October  30.  1716, 

Anne  born  in  1683,  died  in  1745. 

JOHN  horn  in  1684,  died  November  34,  1745, 

Amaziah 

Nathan 

Belluah 

Jonathan 

William. 


■ 


JOHN  BENJAMIN,  1684-1745,  married  Abigail  Wells,  daughter 
of  Joshua  Wells  and  Hannah  Tuthill  (1695-1781).  John  Benjamin 
was  also  a  farmer  at  Cutchogue,  Long  Island.  Their  children  were: 

Sarah  Joshua 

Abigail  Benjamin 

Mary  Anne 

Desire  WILLIAM. 

WILLIAM  BENJAMIN  born  in  1731,  died  April  21st,  1809, 
aged  78  years,  married  in  1754  Mary  Terry,  daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  Corwin.  She  died  May  3rd,  1798,  aged  68  years.  William 
Benjamin  was  born  at  Northville,  L.  I.,  then  called  Northsides,  near 
Riverhead.  Their  children  were: 

RICHARD 

James 

Asseniah 

Mary,  who  married  Rev.  Manlev  Wells. 

RICHARD  BENJAMIN  was  born  1757  and  died  December  8, 
1808,  aged  51  years,  married  Nancy  Fanning,  daughter  of  James  and 
Deborah  Warner.  This  Richard  was  the  father  of  Simeon  Benjamin, 
founder  of  Elmira  College.  He  was  also  a  farmer  at  Northville. 
L.  I.  4  be  tarm  was  located  a  short  distance  west  of  the  Northville 
Church.  The  children  of  this  familv  were: 

David  born  September,  1787 — died  October  17.  1861.  Married 
Elizabeth  Tuthill,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Esther  Parshall, 
born  ( )ctober.  1792 — died  Julv  4.  1882. 

Rev.  William  Benjamin  born  in  1790 — died  October  13,  1860. 
Married  Amelia  Hallock.  He  was  a  farmer,  also  an  ordained 
minister  and  preached  regularly  to  the  Shinnecock  Indians, 
who  knew  him  as  “Priest  Billy.” 

Rev.  Moses  Benjamin  —  supplied  churches  in  Western  Part  of 
Long  Island. 

Mary  Benjamin,  married  Jesse  Corwin  of  Greenport,  L.  I. 

Hannah  Benjamin,  married  a  cousin.  John  Benjamin 

SIMEON  BENJAMIN  born  1792— died  September  1st,  1868. 

II 

The  first  United  States  Census,  taken  in  1790,  listed  nine  men 
by  the  name  of  Benjamin,  beads  of  families,  in  the  Town  of  Southold 
from  which  Riverhead  was  erected  in  1792.  There  were  three 
Nathans,  one  Amasiah,  one  John,  Joshua,  Richard,  Thomas  and 
William.  They  were  all  descended  from  the  Richard  Benjamin  who 
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eastern  End  of  Long'  Island,  1828 


moved  from  Watertown,  'Mass.,  and  settled  in  Southold  in  1640. 
I  his  is  a  remarkable  record  for  one  American  family  to  stick  to  one 
town  throng’ll  150  years.  It  is  still  more  remarkable  that  the  family 
of  Benjamin,  after  nearly,  300  years,  is  still  verv  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  Suffolk  Countv  and  Lone  Island. 


Ill 

GEOGRAPHY 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY,  X.  Y. 

On  the  opposite  page  the  reader  will  find  a  verv  remarkable  photo¬ 
graph  of  an  old  map  of  the  towns  constituting  the  eastern  end  of 
Suffolk  County,  L.-  1.  1  lie  original  ol  this  map  prepared  bv  Simeon 

DeWitt,  lor  fifty  years  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  was  published  by  the  State  in  1828.  more  than  100  years  ago. 
It  shows  the  location  of  everv  house  and  building  then  standing  in 
the  1  owns  of  Southold,  Riverhead  and  Southampton,  that  being  the 
territory  with  which  the  Benjamin  family  was  then  and  still  is  closely 
identified. 


1  he  reader  may  locate  the  Village  of  Riverhead  near  the  left  center 
of  the  picture;  the  Village  of  Southold  about  midwav  in  the  length 
of  the  Township  of  that  name,  near  and  a  little  to  the  west  of  the 
north  center  of  the  map;  Upper  Acjuebogue  (where  Simeon  Benjamin 
was  born)  a  short  distance  northeast  of  Riverhead;  Xorthville  just 
north  of  Upper  Afpiebogue  where  “Sound  Avenue"  now  extends  a 
short  distance  back  from  the  shores  of  Long  Island  Sound;  Cutch- 
ogue  just  west  ot  Southold;  Shinnecock  Lav  and  Hills  where 
Simeon’s  brother  William  preached  to  the  Indians  of  that  name  every 
Sundav  for  30  vears. 

Notice  the  original  and  interesting  Indian  names  still  held  bv  most 
of  these  places. 


IV 


NEW  YORK  CITY  IN  1828 


Another  study  of  geography  is  invited  in  the  picture  of  the  lower 
end  of  Manhattan  Island  as  it  was  100  vears  ago  when  Simeon 
Benjamin  first  worked  as  a  clerk  in  Mr.  Kipp's  store  in  the  tip  of 
Lower  Broadway,  and  later  ran  a  dry  goods  store  in  Pearl  Street. 
Please  notice  especially  the  location  of  Pearl  Street.  Beginning  at 
a  point  oil  the  Battery  where  Broadway  begins  and  running  thence 
first  east  and  then  winding  northeast  until  it  turns  toward  the  west 
just  above  the  present  entrance  or  east  approach  to  the  Brooklyn 


Bridge ;  it  crosses  Park  Row  and  thence  runs  directly  west  and  re¬ 
enters  Broadway  just  north  of  Duane  Street. 

When  Simeon  first  went  to  New  York  as  a  clerk  in  1809  the  city 
was  but  very  little  larger  than  Elmira  is  to-dav  and  during  all  the 
time  that  Simeon  was  a  merchant  in  that  city,  Pearl  Street  where 
his  stores  were  located,  was  the  principal  business  and  best  residential 
street  of  the  town.  But  more  about  Pearl  Street  later. 

V 

SIMEON  BENJAMIN 

Simeon  Benjamin  was  born  May  29,  1792,  on  the  site  of  the  old 
Benjamin  House  in  Upper  Aquebogue,  part  of  the  Town  of  River- 
head,  pictured  on  the  opposite  page.  His  father  Richard  was  in  the 
fifth  generation  of  Long  Island  Benjamins.  He  was  a  successful 
farmer  and  a  devout  member  of  the  Northville  Church. 

Upper  Aquebogue  where  this  old  Benjamin  House  stands  is  now 
Sound  Avenue,  a  country  road  parallel  to  the  Aquebogue  Road  and 
about  midway  between  it  and  Long  Island  Sound.  It  is  north  and 
east  of  Riverhead. 

The  original  Benjamin  Estate  was  said  to  be  a  piece  of  land  one 
mile  wide  and  three  miles  deep,  extending  from  the  shores  of  Long 
Island  Sound  to  the  shores  of  Peconic  Bay  and  was  purchased  from 
the  Indians  for  a  fat  voting  heifer.  This  price  looks  like  an  unfair 
advantage  for  Godly  men  to  take  of  the  poor  Indians  but  we  must 
remember  that  the  Indians  used  the  land  for  hunting  purposes  only 
and  that  a  present  day  meal  of  juicy  steak  was  more  to  them  than 
three  square  miles  ot  land  that  yielded  only  a  scant  supply  of  wild 
life.  ■ 

The  house  pictured  here  is  on  the  spot  where  Simeon  and  his  three 
brothers  David,  Moses  and  William  and  his  sisters  Mary  and  Hannah, 
were  born.  Indeed  the  south  end  of  the  house  is  the  original  kitchen 
where  the  lads  ate  samp,  porridge  and  corn  bread,  sausage  and  griddle 
cakes.  We  do  not  know  the  date  of  this  ancient  part  oi  the  house 
but  the  present  building  here  pictured  is  dated  in  the  white  block  in 
the  chimney  “1829”. 

In  this  house  each  Summer  after  the  railroads  connected  Elmira 
and  Riverhead  Simeon  Benjamin  spent  a  few  vacation  days  with  his 
brother  William  and  family.  Never  as  the  rich  old  Uncle  did  he  visit 
his  childhood  home  but  only  as  the  kindly  relative  drops  in  to  talk 
over  farm  stock,  prices,  the  condition  of  the  crops  and  the  prospects 
of  the  children. 


Simeon  Benjamin  was  a  frail  and  almost  delicate  child  from  his 
earliest  years.  His  only  recompense  was  a  slightly  better  schooling 
which  meant  only  a  few  more  weeks  of  reading,  writing  and  arith¬ 
metic  each  year.  In  this  old  Benjamin  House  on  Sound  Avenue  one 
of  the  rooms  was  set  apart  and  used  as  a  school.  In  those  early  days 
there  had  not  yet  been  developed  the  system  of  free  public  schools 
which  we  now  enjoy.  1  he  only  tree  schools  were  the  pauper  schools 
for  the  children  of  the  poor.  Our  present  school  system  has  been 
the  growth  of  the  last  three  generations. 
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P.enjamin  House,  Upper  Aqueboguc,  Riverhead,  Long  Island, 
where  Simeon  Benjamin  was  born 

Early  in  his  teens  the  boy  Simeon,  equipped  with  a  tin  peddler's 
box  in  either  hand,  started  out  over  the  countrv  road  making  sales 
through  the  thinly  settled  country.  The  lad  and  his  “notions”  were 
speedily  in  favor  with  the  house  wives  and  soon  lte  was  able  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  horse  and  cart  and  then  he  considered  himself  a  potential 
merchant.  And  a  merchant  he  remained  to  the  end  of  his  days. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age  in  1800  he  went  to  the  Citv  of  New 
York  where  he  worked  as  a  clerk  in  Mr.  Kipp’s  store  in  the  lower 
end  of  Broadway.  In  1812,  when  onlv  twentv  vears  of  age,  just 
before  the  beginning  ol  the  second  war  with  England,  he  went  back 


to  Riverhead  and  opened  a  general  country  store.  On  account  of 
his  favored  location,  the  war,  which  was  so  disastrous  to  most  mer¬ 
chants  in  the  United  States  and  especially  to  those  of  the  City  of 
New  York  because  of  the  British  blockade,  proved  to  be  a  bonanza 
for  the  young  merchant,  who  met  with  instant  success.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  able  to  go  back  to  New  York  and  open  a  first  class 
dry  goods  store  at  371  Pearl  Street,  where  he  remained,  meeting  with 
continued  success,  for  ncarlv  twenty  years. 

VI 

PEARL  STREET 

Rufus  Rockwell  Wilson  in  his  story  of  “New  York  —  Old  and 
New”  says: 

“Pearl  Street  is  New  York’s  oldest  thoroughfare  starting  where 
Broadway,  under  the  name  of  State  Street,  fronts  Battery  Park,  it 
curves  toward  the  east  and  expanding  like  a  river  in  pools,  first  at 
Hanover  and  then  at  Franklin  Square,  turns  finally  to  the  westward 
and  re-enters  Broadway  next  above  Duane  Street.  Time  was  when 
Pearl  Street,  known  first  as  The  Strand  and  later  as  (meat  Dock 
Street,  faced  the  river,  so  much  have  the  waters  of  the  harbor  been 
encroached  upon,  and  it  was  until  long  after  the  Colonial  period  the 
most  travelled  thoroughfare  in  the  town.  One  hundred  years  ago 
it  was  still  a  street  of  elegant  residences  and  of  fine  shops,  and  though 
now  sadly  fallen  from  its  former  estate,  its  every  crook  and  corner 
is  charged  with  piquant  suggestion  for  the  lover  of  olden  days  and 
ways.” 

The  map  of  Lower  Manhattan  was  made  in  1838  and  gives  an 
accurate  picture  of  the  City  as  it  was  when  Simeon  Benjamin’s  store 
was  one  of  the  leading  drv  goods  houses  in  the  very  best  part  of 
Pearl  Street.  Please  follow  the  street  as  it  starts  in  at  the  Battery 
and  winding  around  in  almost  a  half  circle  comes  again  into  Broad¬ 
way  next  north  of  Duane  Street. 

Here  in  Pearl  Street  is  the  site  of  Domine  Bogardus’  Church  and 
the  house  where  John  Howard  Pavnc  was  horn.  At  the  corner  of 
Pearl  and  Broad  Street  was  Fraunces  Tavern,  where  Washington 
bade  farewell  to  his  generals,  now  the  headquarters  of  the  Sons  of 
the  Revolution.  At  73  Pearl  Street  is  the  site  of  the  ancient  Stadt 
Huvs  (the  first  City  Hall)  ;  at  Hanover  Square  the  Cotton  Exchange 
covers  the  site  where  William  Bradford  first  published  the  AYre  York 
Gazette.  At  180  Pearl  Street  opposite  Cedar  stood  the  DePeyster 
Mansion  built  in  1090  where  Washington  had  his  first  headquarters. 
At  320  Pearl  Street  on  Franklin  Square  stood  the  Walton  House 


■ 


built  in  1756,  which  from  1784  to  178/  was  used  by  the  Bank  of 
New  York,  the  city's  first  bank,  founded  by  Alexander  Hamilton. 
At  333  Pearl  Street  just  across  the  way  lived  Isaac  Roosevelt,  whose 
mansion  was  afterward  the  home  of  DeWitt  Clinton  until  his  death 
in  1828.  Pearl  Street  used  to  end  at  Chatham  where  the  entrance 


Photograph  of  an  Official  Map  of  Lower  Manhattan  showing  Pearl  Street 
in  1828  where  both  of  Simeon  Benjamin’s  stores  were 
located  at  371  and  231 


to  the  Brooklyn  Bridge  now.  covers  the  site  of  the  mansion  where 
Washington  lived  while  President.  4  he  Benjamin  store  was  at  371 
Pearl  Street  in  the  center  of  all  these  famous  old  places  and  in  the 
best  retail  district.  Now.  this  whole  area  is  covered  with  warehouses 
and  wholesale  concerns  but  one  hundred  years  ago  when  Mr.  Bcnja- 


min  was  there  in  business  and  when  this  map  was  made  Pearl  Street 
was  the  street  of  the  town.  Broadway  had  not  begun  to  attract  much 
attention  and  Fifth  Avenue  was  unknown.  Pearl  Street  was  1HE 
street. 

In  1815  Simeon  Benjamin  was  a  dry  goods  merchant  at  371  Pearl 
Street  and  lie  lived  at  No.  25  Oak  Street  nearby.  In  1816  Mr.  Benja¬ 
min  had  taken  some  partners  into  the  business  and  the  firm  became 
“Benjamin  &  Company.”  The  next  year,  1817,  it  was  “Benjamin  & 
Webb”  and  in  1818  it  went  back  to  “Benjamin  &  Company.”  while  his 
home  was  moved. from  No. 25  to  No. 40  Oak  Street  and  in  1819  to  No. 
46  Oak  Street.  From  1820  to  1822  it  was  “Simeon  Benjamin”  alone 
at  371  Pearl  Street.  In  1823  it  was  “Benjamin  &  Hallock."  From 
1825  to  1829  the  firm  was  “Benjamin  N  Wickhams”— Henry  W. 
Wickham  and  Joseph  P.  Wickham.  In  1830  Simeon  Benjamin  seems 
to  have  dropped  out  and  Wickham  N  Hutchinson  ran  the  business, 
first  at  No.  371  and  later  at  No.  284  Pearl  Street.  In  1831  and  1832 
Simeon  Benjamin  was  in  business  alone  at  231  Pearl  Street.  In 
1830  he  lived  at  193  Henry  Street.  Brooklvn,  and  the  next  year  at 
No.  73  Willow  Street,  Brooklyn.  From  1832  to  1835  he  lived  at 
No.  73  Willow  Street,  Brooklyn.  Ricker’s  “Annals  of  Newtown” 
(Brooklyn  not  Elmira)  gives  Simeon  Benjamin  as  an  Elder  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  from  1824  to  1820  when  it  says  he  “removed 
to  Elmira,  New  York.”  This  last  date  is  undoubtedly  an  error. 

It  was  during  this  period  of  his  file,  on  May  20th,  1816,  that 
Mr.  Benjamin  married  bliss  Sarah  \\  ickham  Goldsmith,  a  niece  of 
Rev.  John  Goldsmith,  the  pastor  of  the  church  of  which  Mr.  Benja¬ 
min  was  an  Elder.  He  was  also  an  attendant  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Vandewater  Street  near  his  store  in  New  h  ork.  and  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Brooklyn  under  Rev.  John  Sanford, 
and  afterward  Mr.  Carroll. 


VII 

COMES  TO  ELMIRA 

In  the  Spring  of  1835  Mr.  Benjamin  having  accumulated  a  very 
good  sized  fortune  for  those  days  and  being  desirous  ol  conserving 
his  rather  delicate  health  determined  to  seek  a  more  outdoor  file 
than  his  drv  goods  business  gave  him.  He  decided  to  move  to  Elmira. 
At  that  time  Elmira  was  almost  a  frontier  town.  It  consisted  of  2o0 
homes  and  something  more  than  1.000  people.  Mr.  Benjamin  made 
his  first  trip  in  a  schooner  wagon  with  one  horse  but  when  he  reached 
the  Valley  of  the  Chemung  he  learned  that  his  outfit  was  a  “democrat 
wagon  and  bis  horse  a  “team. 


. 
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Within  six  months  after  his  arrival  in  Elmira  he  purchased  and 
paid  cash  for  fifteen  different  pieces  of  real  estate  located  in  Water, 
Lake  and  Baldwin  Streets.  Can  you  imagine  the  interest  and  excite¬ 
ment  such  a  series  of  purchases  would  cause  in  this  little  village  nearly 
100  years  ago?  Imagine  the  effect  of  the  coming  into  Elmira  to-day 
of  some  man  of  reputed  wealth  who  should  proceed  within  six  months 
to  invest  in  fifteen  different  pieces  of  property  in  the  business  part 
of  the  town.  Even  to-day  there  would  be  something  more  than  a 
mild  excitement.  The  coming  of  Simeon  Benjamin  seems  to  have 
been  different  from  that  of  any  other  prominent  men  in  the  valley. 
The  rest  all  came  here  with  their  fortunes  to  make.  '  All  they  brought 
with  them  was  strength  and  determination  and  willingness  to  work. 
All  else  which  thev  brought  could  have  been  done  up  in  a  napkin. 


But  with  Mr.  Benjamin  it  was  different,  lie  had  made  his  pile 
and  he  came  here  to  invest  his  money  and  make  his  home.  His  real 
estate  transactions  here  ran  into  the  scores.  His  investments  all  added 
to  his  fortune.  Within  a  year  of  his  coming  things  began  to  happen. 
He  at  once  identified  himself  with  the  Eirst  Presbyterian  Church  and 
was  elected  an  Elder  and  a  Trustee,  which  offices  he  held  until  his 
death.  In  18,39  he  was  made  President  of  the  Chemung  County 
Bible  Society,  which  office  he  also  held  until  his  death.  He  was 
superintendent  of  the  Sundav  School.  In  business  affairs  of  the  town 
he  took  a  leading  part.  He  was  President  of  the  Chemung  Railroad 
Company  which  built  the  line  to  Watkins  and  he  was  the  principal 
manager  of  it;  he  was  Vice-President  ('ll*  the  Elmira  Rolling  Mills 
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Benjamin  Block,  323-327  East  Water  Street.  Elmira,  New  York 
Built  about  1845  —  Picture  taken  April,  1930 
Home  of  “Bon-Ton  Tea  Rooms" 


Co.,  the  largest  industry  in  the  town;  President  ot  the  Bank  of  Che¬ 
mung  and  President  ol  the  hirst  National  Bank;  the  buildei  of  several 
of  the  best  business  blocks  in  the  town,  one  ot  which  the  Benjamin 
block — still  stands  in  East  \\  ater  Street  substantially  as  originally 
built  in  1S45,  and  now  known  to  hundreds  of  patrons  as  the  home 
of  the  “ Bon-Ton  lea  Room.  A  picture  ol  this  building  appeals 
above.  In  IS  10  be  was  a  Eire  Warden  ot  the  village;  in  1S46  an 
Assessor,  and  in  1S49  served  on  a  C  ommittee  to  purchase  a  laigei 
cemeterv — Woodlawn.  Air.  Benjamin  was  tor  more  than  ten  veais 
a  corporate  member  of  the  American  Board  ot  Foreign  Missions,  to 
which  he  gave  the  sum  of  $10,000.  I  le  was  also  a  1  rustee  of  Auburn 


Theological  Seminary,  to  which  he  gave  $10,000.  and  a  1  rustee  of 
Hamilton  College,  to  which  he  gave  $20,000,  besides  making  a  goodly 
bequest  in  his  Will.  The  Benjamin-Bates  Professorship  ot  Latin 
at  Hamilton  College  was  named  for  him. 

He  built  a  substantial  residence  at  the  Northeast  Corner  of  Lake 
and  Third  Streets,  Elmira.  On  the  next  page  a  picture  of  this 


house  as  it  is  to-dav  will  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  the  man  who 
built  it.  Although  changed  and  altered  in  its  outward  appearance, 
as  one  can  readily  see,  it  gives  some  idea  ot  the  substantial  chaiactei 
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House  Where  Simeon  Benjamin  Lived  at  h'lmira.  New  York 
North-east  Corner  Lake  and  East  Third  Streets 
Picture  Taken  March,  1930 

]  he  house  lias  been  altered  and  modernized  but  the  main  part  is  as 
hsf  originally  built 


of  the  man  who  more  than  eighty  years  ago  thus  built  his  home  in 
tlie  little  Village  of  Elmira.  The  picture  of  the  Benjamin  Block — 
the  “Bon-Ton  Tea  Room" — will  also  show  the  character  of  this  quiet, 
genial  gentleman,  whose  greatest  work  we  have  vet  to  tell. 


VIII 

A  GREAT  MAX 

It  has  been  truthfully  declared  that  the  greatest  revolution  in  the 
history  ol  the  world  has  been  the  changed  condition  and  position 
of  woman  within  the  last  seventy-five  vears.  d  he  emancipation  and 
freedom  gained  by  women  within  the  last  two  generations  marks  the 
greatest  change  and  advance  in  civilization  during  all  time.  And  right 
here  it  is  important  that  we  take  the  full  measure  ot  this  man  Simeon 
Benjamin,  for  lie  was  a  leader — a  pioneer!  ffe  was  one  of  the  first 
to  demand  tor  and  the  first  to  give  to  women  an  equal  chance  with 
men  to  gain  the  highest  education,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  lead 
in  this  great  revolution  in  the  conduct  of  civilized  societv. 


' 


IX 

DR.  COWLES’  TRIBUTE 


About  the  only  person  during  his  lifetime  who  fully  appreciated  and 
truly  valued  the  work  of  this  great  man  was  Dr.  Augustus  W.  Cowles, 
the  first  president  of  Elmira  College.  It  was  natural  that  Dr.  Cowles 
should  know  and  appreciate  the  work  of  Mr.  Benjamin,  4  hey 
together  bore  the  burden  of  the  Institution.  They  knew  the  full 
weight  of  the  load  and  Dr.  Cowles  realized  the  great  loss  when  he 
was  left  to  carry  on  alone. 

As  follows  in  the  truthful  and  beautiful  memorial  prepared  by  the 
younger  man  and  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  the  College  in  memory 
of  its  founder,  Simeon  Benjamin: 

MEMORIAL  OF  THE  LATE  SIMEON  BENJAMIN 
By  Augustus  W.  Cowles,  D.D.. 

President  of  Elmira  Female  College 

In  the  early  settlement  of  this  country,  especially  in  New  England, 
colleges  were  from  the  beginning  regarded  as  essential  to  both  the 
Church  and  the  State. 

The  strong  religious  character  of  the  early  settlers,  their  high 
esteem  for  Biblical  learning  and  the  high  average  of  their  own  intel¬ 
lectual  culture  and  the  increasing  difficulty  of  securing  from  Europe 
ministers  in  sufficient  numbers  and  of  the  right  quality,  led  to  the 
establishment  of  Harvard  College  within  less  than  twenty  years  after 
the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth. 

In  1636  the  General  Court  of  Colonial  Legislature  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  appropriated  two  thousand  dollars  for  a  High  School  at  New¬ 
town  near  Boston.  Two  years  after,  Rev.  John  Harvard,  a  pious 
Congregational  minister  of  the  strongest  puritanic  Calvinism  in  creed 
and  practice,  dying  left  a  legacy  of  four  thousand  dollars  for  the 
benefit  of  this  school.  In  view  of  this  and  with  wise  foresight  of 
the  prospective  wants  of  the  colony  and  with  broad  plans  for  the 
establishment  of  foundations  for  the  highest  and  best  Christian  civil¬ 
ization,  the  General  Court  gave  this  school  a  college  charter,  naming 
it  after  its  chief  benefactor.  Harvard  College — and  giving  to  the 
humble  village  the  grander  literary  name,  Cambridge. 

This  was  in  1638  and  four  years  after  in  1642  the  first  degrees 
were  conferred. 

This  first  American  college,  beginning  in  extreme  poverty  struggled 
with  perilous  embarrassments  and  pinching;  economy  for  more  than 
fifty  years,  yet  with  a  noble  record  for  scholarship  and  influence 


upon  the  learning  of  the  New  World.  All  college  exercises  were 
conducted  in  Latin  after  the  manner  of  Cambridge  and  Oxford  in 
England.  Donations  began  to  be  received  in  1699,  by  the  generous 
liberality  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  who  erected  Stoughton  Hall. 
So  also  Holden  Chapel.  Hollis  Hall  and  the  Hollis  and  Hersey 
Professorships  remain  to  this  day  memorials  of  these  early  Honors. 

Thus  Harvard  College  was  the  first  representative  and  type  of 
the  American  College,  founded  in  poverty  and  built  up  with  faith, 
patience  and  self-denial,  vet  with  a  high  standard  of  scholaiship 
according  to  the  tastes  and  demands  of  the  age.  Cotton  Mather  tells 
us  of  his  younger  brother,  Nathanael,  that  at  fourteen  years  of  age 
he  had  finished  the  Greek  testament,  spoke  Latin  with  fluency  and 
correctness  and  had  made  considerable  advance  in  Hebrew.  And  yet 
it  sounds  strangely  when  it  is  said  that  the  Freshman  class  in  the 
year  1800  attend  to  Rhetoric,  the  Elements  of  Lniversal  History, 
Pike’s  Arithmetic,  Morse’s  Geography,  in  addition  to  Latin,  Greek 
French  and  Hebrew. 

With  all  this  erudition  all  was  the  extreme  of  plainness,  simplicity, 
economv  and  self-denial,  d  he  entire  expense  of  a  student  including 
board,  room  and  tuition  was  $120  a  year. 

Dartmouth  began  as  a  charitv  school  for  the  Stockbridge  Indians 
and  moved  from  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  to  Hanover,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire.  A  large  part  of  its  first  funds  were  obtained  as  missionary 
monev  from  England  to  educate  the  Aborigines,  hale,  Williams, 
Bowdoin,  Amherst  began  with  a  few  donations — supplemented  with 
unproductive  grants  of  wild  land,  and  Union  and  Hamilton  were 
allowed  to  monopolize  the  profits  of  lotteries  by  the  special  license 
of  the  Legislature. 

Their  first  dependence  was  upon  subscriptions  obtained  by  per¬ 
sistent  solicitations,  with  long  intervals  of  embarrassing,  painful  and 
perilous  economv.  In  many  instances  especially  in  our  own  state, 
many  Colleges  were  chartered  and  subscriptions  started  but  which 
utterly  failed  of  success.  During  all  this  long  period  ot  more  than 
two  hundred  years  in  which  the  culture  of  liberal  learning,  the 
preparation  of  young  men  for  the  ministry  and  for  othci  Liteiaiy 
and  Scientific  professions  seemed  ample  justification  lor  the  multi¬ 
plication  of  colleges  and  for  their  liberal  endowment  nothing  was 
done,  scarcely  anything  was  thought  of  for  an  equally  high  and 
thorough  education  for  women. 

There  are  those  now  living  who  remember  what  a  flutter  ol  excite¬ 
ment  was  produced  among  College  professors  and  piolessional 
mathematicians  when  it  was  reported  upon  good  authority  that  Mrs. 
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Willard  had  actually  introduced  the  study  of  Algebra  and  even 
Geometry  into  the  Troy  Seminary.  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson  and  his 
two  distinguished  pupils,  Miss  Z.  P.  Grant,  now  Mrs.  Bannister,  and 
Marv  Lyon,  nobly  raised  the  standard  of  a  higher  and  better  cduca- 
tion  for  women  in  New  England.  Mrs.  Bannister  tried  to  establish 
an  endowed  college  for  women  at  Ipswich  but  failed  to  gain  public 
co-operation  and  the  necessary  funds.  Mary  I  won  aiming  at  a  lower 
grade  and  a  plainer  domestic  education  yet  with  a  true  conscientious 
thoroughness  did  a  noble  work  in  establishing  Mt.  I  folvoke  Seminary 
which  after  so  long  a  period  of  success  the  Legislature  ol  Mass¬ 
achusetts  has  at  length  recognized  bv  a  recent  appropriation. 

At  the  South  and  West  were  some  seminaries  and  private  schools 
which  took  the  name  Female  College  but  it  is  believed  that  none  of 
them  attempted  to  place  the  education  ol  women  upon  the  same 
thorough  footing  with  the  old  and  lull-course  colleges  ot  the  country. 

According  to  the  best  information  yet  obtained  on  this  point,  it 
is  confidently  believed  that  the  late  Simeon  Benjamin  is  entitled  to 
the  honor  of  being  the  first  founder  of  the  first  Female  College  with 
a  full  four  vears  course  of  study  with  the  lull  design  of  its  being 
equal  in  extent,  value,  and  permanence  to  colleges  for  the  other  sex. 

As  early  as  in  the  year  1853  this  subject  came  to  the  attention  of 
Mr.  Benjamin  in  the  effort  to  establish  a  Female  University  of  the 
highest  grade  at  Auburn  under  the  auspices  of  some  of  the  most 
distinguished  educators  of  this  state  including  in  the  board  of  Trus¬ 
tees  Hon.  Amos  Deane.  EL. I). ;  Rev.  I.  N.  Wyckoff,  D.D..  Albany; 
Rev.  N.  S.  S.  Beman,  D.D.,  Troy;  President  L.  P.  Ilickok,  then  of 
Auburn;  Rev.  Dr.  Hogarth,  now  of  Detroit;  Rev.  R.  Tinker  of 
Westfield;  Rev.  S.  R.  Brown,  and  Rev.  II.  A.  Sackett. 

'The  enterprise  for  a  long  time  met  with  comparative  inditl erence. 
It  was  under  some  suspicion  ol  being  a  little  radical  or  visionary, 
a  little  too  progressive  and  inclined  towards  “women's  rights  ’  and 
female  professions.  Even  the  distinguished  names  and  well  known 
character  of  the  above-named  trustees  did  not  prevent  this  impres¬ 
sion.  It  was  designed  to  improve  the  whole  standard  of  female 
education  and  make  a  truly  educated  woman  as  worthy  ot  respect  as 
a  well  educated  man.  But  owing  to  the  novel  character  of  the  enter¬ 
prise  and  for  want  of  a  leading  donor  who  should  start  with  a  gener¬ 
ous  sum,  it  did  not  at  first  meet  with  satisfactory  promise  of  success. 

Some  local  difficulties  as  to  site  and  grounds  also  arose  and  the 
plan  was  suggested  of  amending  the  Charter  and  transferring  the 
Institution  to  Elmira.  This  project  was  laid  lief  ore  Mr.  Benjamin, 
at  that  time  a  leading  capitalist  and  one  of  the  wealthiest  citizens 
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of  that  place.  After  a  careful  examination  of  the  plan,  for  as  a 
business  man  he  was  distinguished  for  caution,  he  headed  a  new 
subscription  with  $5,000,  at  that  time  a  liberal  sum ;  and  which  proved 
still  more  important  he  consented  to  undertake  the  financial  manage¬ 
ment  as  both  Treasurer  and  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  d  rustees. 

The  Charter  was  amended,  the  unfinished  plans  and  a  part  of  the 
subscriptions  by  consent  of  all  parties  were  transferred  to  Elmira 
and  Mr.  Benjamin  threw  his  name,  his  influence  and  his  able  and 
energetic  business  capacity  into  the  new  enterprise.  He  had  this  new 
and  difficult  problem  be  tore  him  for  solution:  IIow  shall  a  new 
College  be  established  in  a  part  of  the  State  in  which  higher  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  are  unknown ;  a  real  College  for  women  which 
shall  be  higher  and  better  than  any  female  institution  in  the  country? 
A  true  college  in  its  organization,  its  methods,  its  permanence,  its 
endowments,  its  funded  scholarships,  its  lull  apparatus.  Libraries, 
Literarv  Societies — and  more  than  all  which  shall  gather  the  accumu¬ 
lating  affection  of  graduates  for  their  Alma  Mater  as  the  older 
colleges  have  been  doing  for  so  many  years  and  in  which  lies  one  of 
their  greatest  sources  of  power.  Other  colleges  had  been  started  by 
subscription.  TIow  shall  this  secure  needed  funds?  It  must  of 
course  solicit  subscriptions  as  all  others  had  done — like  them  too,  it 
must  apply  for  legislative  aid.  or  else  some  generous  donor  must  be 
found  who  will  himself  take  the  pecuniary  burden  and  advance  the 
money.  It  was  hoped  at  first  that  the  old  method  by  subscription 
and  scholarships  would  be  successful,  and  it  was  partially  so,  the 
College  took  its  place  in  history  in  a  kind  of  transition  period.  I  he 
older  colleges  of  the  state  established  by  the  old  method  of  subscrip¬ 
tions  had  passed  through  their  feeble  infancy  and  perilous  poverty, 
into  a  fair  self-supporting  manhood.  There  seemed  to  be  colleges 
enough,  and  public  benevolence  had  almost  settled  down  in  the  con¬ 
viction  that  no  more  need  be  given  to  colleges  except  by  large  dona¬ 
tions  for  specific  objects  to  colleges  already  well  established.  Of 
these  the  richest  colleges  got  the  largest  share.  It  was  a  great  risk 
to  begin  another  college  in  the  old  way  and  bear  poverty  and  danger 
for  many  vears  in  painful  contrast  with  old  and  well  established  and 
now  distinguished  institutions.  Yet  this  risk  was  actually  under¬ 
taken  bv  those  who  first  established  the  College  at  Elmira.  Still 
Mr.  Benjamin  was  determined  that  if  it  should  prove  necessary  he 
would  himself  sustain  it  or  at  least  he  would  not  suffer  it  to  tail. 

The  history  of  Colleges  was  passing  from  the  subscription  period 
into  the  great  gift  period.  Princely  donations  like  those  of  Vassar, 
Cornell,  Packer  and  Peabody,  coming  in  rapid  succession  threw  all 
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former  gifts  into  the  shade  and  discouraged  all  smaller  donations. 
Even  a  few  hundred  subscribed  to  a  college  seemed  a  trifle  and  such 
subscriptions  almost  took  their  place  with  the  peck  of  corn  and  bag 
of  beans  which  a  worthy  farmer  brought  as  lus  donation  to  Harvard 
and  a  few  well  worn  books  which  a  few  Connecticut  pastors  put 
together  to  form  the  beginning  of  the  \  ale  College  Library.  These 
great  gifts  effectually  closed  up  the  prospect  for  private  and  small 
subscriptions.  Large  donations  except  that  of  Vassar  were  still  all 
for  the  young-men.  Even  women  gave  generously  to  the  plethouc 
treasuries  of  institutions  from  which  their  sex  were  excluded.  1  he 
Dualev  Observatory,  a  professorship  and  several  scholarships  weie 
generous  monuments  of  female  liberality.  But  no  wealthy  woman 
had  endowed  any  institution  or  even  a  Chair  of  instruction  for  her 
own  sex.  Charity  funds  were  accessible  to  young  men.  Costly  schools 
of  Theology,  of  Law,  of  Medicine,  even  of  Mining  and  Engineering, 
were  almost  free  by  reason  of  liberal  endowments  but  no  such  facil¬ 
ities  were  open  to  poor  but  energetic,  talented  young  women  to  aid 
them  in  gaining  an  education  worthy  of  womanly  ambition  and  equal 
to  their  abilities  of  mind,  character  and  influence  and  make  them 
not  brawling  rivals  .and  noisy  competitors  with  men  but  true  helpers, 
real  creators  of  happiness,  guardian  angels  having  watch  and  ward 
over  the  sanctuaries  of  love,  the  fountains  of  human  existence  at 
once  the  molds  and  the  models  for  infant  immoital. 

Mr.  Benjamin  became  deeply  enlisted  in  this  benevolent  aspect 
of  the  enterprise.  He  was  deeply  impressed  with  this  urgent  want, 
this  strange  injustice  in  the  educational  plans  and  provisions  which 
had  so  completely  ignored  the  interests  and  needs  of  women.  He 
was  by  no  means  a  radical  or  empirical  reformer.  His  temperament 
w;ls  quiet,  cautious,  cool,  conservative.  But  he  ielt  that  the  strange 
partiality  in  the  provisions  made  for  the  higher  departments  of 
education  by  which  those  most  needing  aid  had  been  entirely  neglected 
ought  to  be  corrected  as  speedily  as  possible.  At  hrst  he  designed 
to  be  only  a  generous  leader  and  invite  the  co-operation  of  others 
in  making  the  College  such  an  institution  as  would  thoroughly  com¬ 
mand  the  respect  of  the  public.  Tie  expected  that  benevolent  men 
and  women  would  generously  aid  Elmira  College  as  had  been  done 
in  the  history  of  all  the  older  colleges.  Yet  he  boldly,  generously  went 
forward  and  more  than  redeemed  all  his  pledges  of  aid. 

The  college  was  opened  in  October,  1855,  the  building  imperfectly 
finished  and  still  more  imperfectly  furnished  was  at  once  tilled  with 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  students,  all  that  could  be  accommo¬ 
dated.  The  idea  of  charitable  aid  was  so  prominent  that  the  price 


was  placed  at  $120  per  year  to  pay  for  all  college  charges  including 
board,  tuition,  furnished  rooms,  fuel  and  lights,  which  of  course  was 
soon  found  too  low  to  meet  actual  cost.  The  term  bills  were  all  that 
could  be  relied  on  for  income  to  meet  all  expenses  and  the  interest 
on  heavy  liabilities.  T  he  Legislature  gave  to  the  College  at  this  time 
an  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  which  is  supposed  to  be  the 
first  instance  of  state  aid  for  the  collegiate  education  of  women. 

Mr.  Benjamin  was  able  from  his  ample  means  to  make  advances 
and  loans.  He  did  this  so  generously  that  the  College  was  his  debtor 
for  more  than  $25,000.  He  was  greatly  disappointed  by  the  want 
of  readiness  on  the  part  of  the  public  to  contribute  means  to  com¬ 
plete,  enlarge  and  endow  the  college.  1  here  seemed  to  be  a  general 
expectation  that  he  would  be  its  generous  founder  and  sole  benefactor 
or  at  least  provide  for  it  largely  in  his  will.  \\  hen  he  saw  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  enlisting  the  benevolences  of  the  public,  he  generously  re¬ 
leased  the  sum  of  $25,000  which  he  had  advanced  to  the  College,  yet 
making  this  novel  condition  that  the  College  should  continue  to  pay 
the  same  interest  as  bet  ore  but  with  this  interest  form  an  endowment 
to  go  on  in  this  wav  to  all  future  time,  and  from  that  day  to  this 
the  College  has  been  actually  endowing  itself  by  placing  in  a  per¬ 
manent  fund  the  interest  of  $25,000  each  year. 

Still  a  College  must  have  permanent  funds,  productive  resources 
aside  from  term  bills.  It  must  he  above  the  fluctuations  and  con¬ 
tingencies  of  patronage.  Mr.  Benjamin  was  fully  convinced  of  this. 
He  was  not  satisfied  with  its  barely  escaping  failure.  He  had  given 
his  personal  pledge  to  the  President  that  it  should  not  fail  for  want 
of  funds  if  he  could  sustain  it  but  he  wanted  it  to  he  a  permanently 
growing  college  for  all  coming  time.  He  therefore  entered  warmly 
into  the  work  of  raising  an  endowment  subscription  ot  fitty  thousand 
dollars  and  was  the  first  to  put  down  his  name  lor  $2?. 000.  to  he 
paid  in  cash  in  addition  to  all  his  previous  donations.  1  his  left  but 
$25,000  to  be  raised  and  as  soon  as  it  was  subscribed  he  nobly  put 
it  into  a  secure  form  so  that  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  realizing 
it  in  the  event  of  his  death.  His  health  at  this  time  was  evidently 
failing.  TTe  was  never  physically  robust.  His  frame  seemed  frail 
and  delicate,  the  burden  oi  three  score  years  and  ten  now  bowed 
his  form  and  sprinkled  his  locks  with  grey. 

The  College  had  been  to  him  like  a  lovely  daughter  of  bis  later 

years  brought  up  under  his  fostering  care  into  a  beautiful  bloom  of 

voting  womanhood.  TTe  had  watched  the  perils  of  her  birth  and 
*  <  ’ 

infancy.  He  had  liberally  supplied  her  wants  and  he  had  lived  to 
see  her  command  esteem  and  love  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  Tn 


. 
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addition  to  all  his  previous  gifts  he  remembered  this  youngest  of 
his  children  in  an  additional  legacy  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars, 
making  in  all  an  aggregate  of  eighty  thousand.  It  is  believed  that 
prior  to  the  princely  gift  of  Vassar  no  one  man  had  given  so  large 
a  sum  to  any  institution,  at  least  in  this  state.  It  was  however,  in  a 
measure  lost  sight  of  in  comparison  with  the  great  gifts  which  in¬ 
augurated  the  new  era  of  Colleges  in  the  founding  of  Vassar  College 
and  Cornell  University.  As  one  of  the  earlier  type  of  colleges  or 
rather  as  it  may  be  called,  the  transition  type  in  which  the  slowly 
gathered  subscription  and  the  large  donation  were  united,  the  Elmira 
College  has  achieved  a  most  gratifying  success  and  while  the  Faculty 
claim  their  proper  credit  in  the  Literary  success  and  internal  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  College,  they  in  common  with  all  the  friends  who  know 
its  history  unite  in  most  cordially  declaring  that  this  success  financially 
has  been  most  largely  due  to  the  ability  and  generosity  of  Mr.  Benja¬ 
min. 

He  studied  safety  as  the  cardinal  doctrine  of  financial  prosperity. 
His  tendencies  were  toward  the  side  of  excessive  caution  and  some¬ 
what  timid  economy.  This  secured  safety  but  rendered  progress  slow 
and  to  the  young,  sanguine  and  ardent  in  the  midst  of  other  institu¬ 
tions  of  more  rapid  growth  it  sometimes  seemed  that  a  less  timid 
policy  with  larger  ventures  and  a  more  liberal  outlay  would  have 
brought  a  larger  income,  a  more  numerous  patronage  and  given  a 
broader,  larger  type  to  the  College.  But  yet  it  has  safely  gained  a 
position  efjual  to  that  attained  by  any  of  the  older  colleges  during 
the  same  number  of  the  first  vears  of  the  early  history.  In  less  than 
fourteen  vears,  it  has  graduated  with  a  full  classical  course  of  four 
years  studv.  one  hundred  and  thirty  students.  It  has  now  real  estate 
valued  at  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars.  Other  property 
aside  from  endowments,  more  than  twenty  thousand  and  funded 
endowments  considered  secure,  of  one  hundred  thousand. 

All  this  Mr.  Benjamin  lived  to  see  accomplished.  He  himself 
administered  with  his  own  hands  his  liberal  gifts.  He  directed  their 
outlav  and  watched  their  growth  and  early  fruit.  1  fc  lived  to  know 
the  sweets  of  grateful  memories  and  affectionate  regards  from 
hundreds  of  voting  women  who  had  shared  in  the  benefits  afforded 
them  bv  his  liberalitv  and  he  passed  away  from  their  delightful  and 
precious  scenes  and  labors  of  his  later  years  with  the  happy  assur¬ 
ance  that  the  seed  from  which  these  first  fruits  were  already  begin¬ 
ning  to  he  gathered  would  continue  to  produce  larger  and  richer 
harvests  in  all  coming  time.* 

*  For  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Trustees  of  Elmira  Female  College  in  memory  of  Mr. 
Benjamin,  see  Regents  Report  of  1868,  pp.  144,  145. 
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SIMEON  BENJAMIN'S  WILL 

I,  Simeon  Benjamin  of  the  Town  and  Village  of  Elmira  County 
of  Chemung  and  State  of  New  York,  aged  Sixty  Nine  years,  Mindful 
of  the  uncertainty  of  life  and  of  my  duty  rightly  to  arrange  and  order 
all  my  affairs  before  my  departure  being  of  sound  mind  and  memory 
do  make,  publish  and  declare  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in 
manner  and  form  following  That  is  to  say: 

FIRST.  I  believe  in  God,  acknowledge  myself  a  sinner,  and 
trust  only  in  Christ  for  mercy  and  salvation. 

SECOND.  I  direct  all  my  just  debts  and  my  funeral  expenses 
to  be  fully  paid. 

THIRD.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Elmira 
Female  College  Twenty  five  Thousand  Dollars  to  Constitute  a  per¬ 
petual  endowing  fund  the  principal  of  which  shall  never  be  expended. 
The  interest  annually  accruing  therefrom  shall  be  devoted  to  making 
a  permanent  fund  for  the  endowment  of  the  chair  occupied  by  the 
President  of  the  said  Female  College  until  such  interest  together  with 
such  other  gifts  or  moneys  as  may  from  other  sources  he  devoted 
to  that  purpose  shall  amount  to  the  full  sum  of  Twenty  Thousand 
Dollars.  And  when  the  President’s  Chair  aforesaid  shall  be  thus 
endowed  then  the  Trustees  shall  apply  the  interest  annually  arising 
from  this  my  gift  to  establish  any  other  permanent  and  perpetual 
funds,  such  as  endowments  of  Professorships  of  scholarships  for 
indigent  students.  Endowments  for  prizes  or  for  libraries  or  scien¬ 
tific  apparatus  of  any  kind  whatsoever  and  all  professorships  thus 
endowed  shall  he  endowed  in  the  sum  of  Twenty  Thousand  dollars. 
But  none  ol  the  interest  from  this  endowing  fund  shall  he  expended 
for  ordinary  expenses,  repairs  or  perishable  improvements  or  fix¬ 
tures  but  shall  be  forever  applied  to  make  the  endowment  of  the 
said  College  in  every  department  complete.  The  interest  accruing 
from  this  my  gift  shall  be  invested  in  Bond  and  mortgage  upon  real 
estate  excepting  the  interest  upon  interest  which  from  time  to  time 
may  accrue  and  which  I  leave  for  the  Trustees  to  use  as  circumstances 
may  require.  This  bequest  to  said  College  is  made  upon  the  express 
condition  that  the  Trustees  shall  procure  such  amendments  to  the 
charter  of  said  College  as  are  asked  in  a  petition  to  the  regents  of 
the  university  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  to  this  my  last  will  and 
testament,  and- upon  the  further  condition  that  the  gift  shall  he 
accepted  by  the  Trustees  at  their  annual  or  semi  annual  meeting 
within  one  vear  from  the  date  hereof. 


FOURTH.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary  of  Auburn  in  the  State  of  New  \  ork,  the  sum  of  Five 
Thousand  Dollars  to  be  added  to  the  endowing  fund  in  the  said  insti¬ 
tution. 

FIFTH.  1  give  and  bequeath  the  Trustees  of  Hamilton  College 
at  Clinton  Oneida  County  the  sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Dollars  to  be 
by  them  applied  toward  the  permanent  endowment  of  a  Professor¬ 
ship  in  the  said  Institution — according  to  the  conditions  of  a  Pond 
executed  by  me  to  said  College  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed. 

SIXTH.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
House  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  incorporated  April  21st  A.  D. 
1855  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  sum  of 
Fifteen  Thousand  Dollars  to  be  held  by  them  forever  to  be  well 
secured  on  Bond  and  Mortgage  upon  real  estate  as  a  permanent  fund 
which  shall  be  called  the  Benjamin  Fund.  The  interest  or  income 
annually  arising  from  the  same  shall  be  expended  for  the  following 
named  objects  in  the  proportions  herein  specified  wherever  on  earth 
and  through  such  agencies  as  the  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  House 
shall  deem  best  suited  to  honor  God  benefit  Men  and  stiengthen  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  to-wit ;  For  the  object  of  Home  Missions,  the 
interest  of  Five  Thousand  Dollars.  For  the  object  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  the  interest  of  Five  Thousand  Dollars,  bor  the  object  oi  Bible 
distribution  the  interest  of  Two  1  housand  five  hundred  dollais.  For 
the  object  of  tract  and  religious  Books  distribution  the  inteiest  of 
Two  Thousand  five  Hundred  Dollars. 

SEVENTH.  I  direct  that  my  executors  shall  pay  over  to  the 
institutions  above  named  the  sums  given  by  me  to  them  respectively 
as  fast  as  it  can  be  done  without  any  undue  sacrifice  in  the  disposal 
of  mv  property  or  real  estate.  The  principal  of  the  said  bequests 
shall  however  he  paid  in  lull  to  the  Institutions  within  ten  \cais  fiom 
the  time  of  my  decease  and  upon  each  of  the  foregoing  legacies  I 
direct  my  Executors  to  pay  legal  interest  at  least  once  each  \eai  until 
the  principal  shall  have  been  fully  paid,  said  inteiest  commencing 
from  the  time  of  my  decease. 

EIGHTH.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  each  and  every  of  my  nephews 
and  nieces  and  to  the  nephews  and  nieces  of  my  late  wife  Sarah  V  . 
the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Dollars  and  in  case  of  the  death  oi  cithci 
of  them  leaving  children  then  said  children  shall  togethei  icctive 
the  same  amount  as  their  parent  would  have  received  if  living. 

NINTH.  All  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  Estate  of  every  Kind 
and  description  both  real  and  personal  alter  the  payment  of  the  foic- 
going  bequests,  I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  mv  daughtei  Saiah  M. 
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Rathbun  wife  of  John  T.  Rathbun  and  to  her  children  now  living 
and  anv  and  all  which  may  be  hereafter  born  heirs  of  her  body  share 
and  share  alike  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  their  own  use  and 
to  their  heirs  forever. 

TENTH.  I  hereby  authorize  and  empower  my  executors  herein¬ 
after  named  to  sell  and  convey  sufficient  of  my  real  estate  to  pay  the 
foregoing  bequests  and  the  interest  thereon  together  with  any  debts 
which  may  be  owing  by  me  at  the  time  of  my  decease.  If  any  of  the 
foregoing  bequests  shall  be  paid  by  me  during  my  life  time  in  lull 
mv  Executors  are  not  to  pay  such  bequests  and  in  case  I  shall  pay 
any  part  thereof  then  my  Executors  will  pay  only  the  balance  remain¬ 
ing  unpaid. 

LASTLY  —  I  hereby  appoint  my  son-in-law  John  T.  Rathbun 
and  my  friend  Newton  P.  Eassett  both  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  Executors 
of  this  mv  last  Will  and  Testament  hereby  revoking  all  former  Wills 
by  me  made.  In  witness  whereof  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
seal  this  4th  dav  of  December  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty 


The  above  instrument  consisting  of  three  sheets  was 


at  the  date 


thereof  signed,  sealed,  published  and  declared  by  the  said  Simeon 
Benjamin  as  and  for  his  last  will  and  testament  in  presence  of  us 
who  at  his  request  and  in  his  presence  and  in  the  presence  of  each 
other  have  subscribed  our  names  as  witnesses  thereto 


NEWTON  P.  EASSETT,  residing  at,  Elmira  Chemung 
Cl  IAS.  C.  HALL,  residing  at,  Elmira  Chemung  Co  N  Y 


Co  N  Y 
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PLEDGE  TO  HAMILTON  COLLEGE  FOUNDING  THE 
BENJAMIN-BATES  CHAIR  OF  LATIN 

Know  all  men  bv  these  presents  that  I  Simeon  Benjamin  of  the 
Town  of  Elmira  in  the  County  of  Chemung  and  State  of  N.  'i  .  am 
held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  Trustees  of  Hamilton  College  a 
corporation  created  for  literarv  purposes  by  the  name  and  style  aloie- 
said  in  the  sum  of  i  wcntv  I  housand  Dollars  to  be  paid  unto  the 
said  Corporation  or  its  successors  and  assigns.  Eor  which  payment 
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well  ;ind  truly  to  be  made  I  bind  myself  and  my  heirs  Executors 
and  Administrators  jointly  and  severally  tirmly  by  these  Presents 
sealed  with  my  Seal  and  dated  the  Eighteenth  day  of  November,  m 
the  year  of  our  Lord  Une  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Sixty-t  hie. 
Sensible  of  the  importance  of  sound  learning  and  morality  and  pme 
Christianity  to  the  prosperity  of  this  Country  and  the  stability  of  its 
institutions  believing  that  Hamilton  College  was  established  lor  the 
promotion  of  these  objects  and  that  its  Trustees  are  earnestly  labor¬ 
ing  for  its  greater  prosperity  and  usefulness.  And  desirous  to  aid 
in  the  more  complete  accomplishments  o!  these  important  pm  poses 
I  Simeon  benjamin  to  this  end  have  agreed  to  and  with  the  Trustees 
.of  Hamilton  College  to  found  establish  and  endow  a  professorship 
in  said  College  for  the  purpose  of  affording  instructions  in  the  Latin 

language  to  he  called  and  styled  the . and  Benjamin 

Professorship  of  Latin  Language  and  Literature,  which  foundation 
and  endowment  is  to  be  accepted  by  the  said  board  of  Trustees  ot 
said  College  at  some  stated  Meeting  thereof  within  one  year  from 
this  date  and  the  Prolessorship  so  established  to  he  organized  by 
said  board  in  such  manner  as  shall  he  appropriate  to  its  objects  and 
shall  he  in  conformity  to  the  conditions  of  its  foundations  and  En¬ 
dowment.  And  the  said  Trustees  are  by  Virtue  of  said  agreement 
and  conditions  to  keep  the  principal  of  said  foundation  and  endow¬ 
ment  securely  invested  forever  and  to  devote  the  interest  and  income 
thereof  to  the  payment  of  the  Salary  of  the  encumbent  of  said  Pro¬ 
fessorship.  And  the  said  Trustees  are  by  Virtue  of  said  agreement 
and  conditions  in  a  proper  Manner  and  by  appropriate  Statutes  ordin¬ 
ances  and  resolution  to  provide  that  the  incumbent  of  the  said  Pro¬ 
fessorship  perpetually  shall  be  a  Clergyman  in  connection  with  or  a 
communicant  of  that  branch  of  the  Presbyterian  l  hurch  with  which 
the  Synod  of  Utica  is  at  present  connected  and  within  the  hounds  ot 
which  Synod  Hamilton  College  is  located.  And  the  payment  by  this 
obligation  agreed  to  he  made  and  the  liability  incurred  by  me  by  the 
execution  thereof  is  in  consideration  of  the  agreement  above  men¬ 
tioned  and  also  in  consideration  of  One  Dollar  to  me  in  hand  paid  by 
the  said  Trustees  of  Hamilton  College.  Now  therefore  the  condition 
of  this  obligation  is  such  that  if  the  above  bounden  Simeon  Benjamin 
his  heirs  executors  and  administrators  shall  at  any  time  within  ten 
years  from  and  after  my  decease  pay  to  the  said  Trustees  ot  Hamilton 
College  the  sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Dollars  and  in  the  meantime  and 
from  and  after  the  day  of  the  death  of  the  said  Simeon  Benjamin 
shall  pay  to  the  said  Trustees  the  interest  at  the  rate  of  Se\en  pci 
cent  per  annum  annually  on  the  said  sum  ot  Pen  1  housand  Dollui> 


then  this  obligation 

o 


to  he  void,  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and 


virtue. 

S.  BENJAMIN,  L.  S. 


Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered  in  presence  of 

GEORGE  C.  CURTIS 
N.  W.  GOERTNER 
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PETITION  TO 
TO 


THE  REGENTS  FOR  AMENDMENTS 
THE  COLLEGE  CHARTER 


We,  the  undersigned,  the  trustees  of  the  Female  College,  respect¬ 
fully  submit  our  petition  as  follows: 

Considering  that  it  will  result  greatly  in  the  stability,  popularity 
and  pecuniary  advantage  of  the  Elmira  Female  College  that  certain 
changes  he  made  in  the  charter  of  the  said  institution  we,  the  trus¬ 
tees  of  the  said  Female  College,  request  that  the  charter  shall  be 
amended. 

That  the  Svnod  of  Geneva  connected  with  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  which 
held  its  sessions  in  the  citv  of  Syracuse,  N.  V.,  in  the  month  of  Mav, 
1861,  shall  elect  trustees  of  the  said  institution.  That  the  number 
of  trustees  shall  be  nineteen  :  that  they  shall  be  elected  at  the  first 
annual  meeting  of  the  Svnod  after  the  said  change  in  the  charter  shall 
have  been  made.  That  bv  lot  said  nineteen  shall  he  divided  into  three 
classes,  seven  in  the  first  class,  shall  be  trustees  tor  one  year;  six  in 
the  second  class,  shall  be  trustees  for  two  years ;  six  in  the  third  class, 
shall  he  trustees  for  three  vears.  C  )n  each  succeeding  year  the  Synod 
of  (  Titova  at  its  annual  meeting  shall  elect  .six  or  seven  trustees  as 
the  case  mav  be,  to  hold  office  for  three  years,  to  till  the  places  of 
those  whose  term  of  office  then  expires  and  shall  also  fill  all  vacancies 
in  the  Board  of  Trustees  which  have  occurred  through  death  or 
otherwise. 

The  following  denominations  shall  be  always  represented  in  the 
Board  of  Trustees  elected  as  above  specified  by  the  Synod  of  Geneva 
bv  at  least  one  member  respectively,  viz:  Dutch  Reform;  Congrega¬ 
tional:  Episcopal;  Methodist;  Baptist. 

That  the  Synod  shall  each  year  appoint  a  committee  of  examiners 
to  attend  the  exercises  of  the  annual  examinations  and  commencement 
and  to  report  thereon  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Synod.  1  hat 
the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Synod  of 
the  state  of  the  institution,  as  to  its  management,  conditions  and 


. 


. 
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finances,  and  the  Synod  shall  have  at  all  times  advisory  powers,  and 
if  ever  deemed  necessary  by  itself  to  assume  it,  the  right  of  absolute 
direction  as  to  the  policy  to  be  pursued  by  the  trustees  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  institution. 

XIII 

CODICIL 


Whereas  I  Simeon  Benjamin  of  the  City  of  Elmira,  X.  \  have 
made  mv  last  will  and  testament  in  writing  bearing  date  the  4th  day 
December  A.  D.  1861  in  and  by  which  I  have  made  a  number  of 
bequests  all  of  which  I  hereby  reaffirm  and  ratify  with  the  modifica¬ 
tions  hereinafter  specified.  Xow,  therefore,  I  do  by  this  my  writing 
which  1  hereby  declare  to  be  a  codicil  to  my  said  last  will  and  testa¬ 
ment  and  to  be  taken  as  part  thereof  Order  and  declare  that  my  will 
is  as  follows: 

First.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  I  rustees  of  the  Auburn  I  heo- 
logical  Seminarv  at  Auburn  in  the  State  of  XTew  York  the  sum  of 
Five  Thousand  Dollars  in  addition  to  the  bequests  to  said  I  rustees 
named  in  my  said  Will  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  named, 
and  payable  as  therein  required. 

Second.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Trustees  of  Hamilton  College 
at  Clinton  Oneida  County  Xew  York  the  sum  of  Ten  Thousand 
Dollars  ($10,000)  in  addition  to  the  sum  named  in  the  Fifth  bequest 
in  my  said  last  will.  And  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  desig¬ 
nated  and  pavable  in  the  same  manner.  And  ii  the  Proiessorship 
therein  referred  to  shall  be  fullv  Endowed  then  this  bequest  may  be 
applied  bv  the  Trustees  of  said  College  to  the  endowment  of  any 
other  Professorship  which  to  them  shall  seem  most  beneficial  to  the 


College. 

Third.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  1  rustees  of  the  Presbytei  ian 
House  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  Incorporated  April  21  ISro  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  sum  of  Ft  1  teen 
Thousand  Dollars  ($15,000)  to  be  held  by  them  forever  to  be  well 
secured  on  Bond  and  Mortgage  upon  real  estate  as  a  permanent  fund 
which  shall  be  called  the  Benjamin  Fund,  which  sum  is  in  addition 
to  a  like  sum  named  in  mv  said  last  will  tinder  the  Sixth  bequest 
therein  and  to  be  apportioned  in  like  manner  to  the  same  objects  and 
purposes  as  therein  designated  and  to  be  paid  in  the  same  manner . 

Fourth.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  each  of  my  nephews  and  nieces 
and  to  the  nephews  and  nieces  of  my  late  wife  Sarah  W  .  the  sum 
of  One  Hundred  Dollars  each  in  addition  to  the  bequests  made  to 
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each  of  them  in  my  said  last  will,  under  the  Eighth  bequest  therein 
named  excepting  however  my  nephews  William  F.  Benjamin  and 
Benjamin  M.  Goldsmith  to  each  of  whom  I  give  and  bequeath  the 
sum  of  One  Thousand  Dollars  in  lieu  of  the  former  bequest  afore¬ 
said.  And  in  case  of  the  death  of  either  of  said  nephews  or  nieces 
leaving  a  child  or  children  them  surviving  then  in  such  case  the'child 
or  children  of  such  deceased  person  shall  take  the  same  share  equally 
as  the  parent  would  have  received  if  living 

Fifth _ I  give  and  devise  to  my  daughter  Sarah  M.  Kathbun  to 

have  and  hold  for  her  own  use  and  to  her  heirs  forever  All  that 
certain  city  lot.  situate  in  the  City  of  Elmira  on  the  south  west  corner 
of  William  and  Third  Streets  Bounded  on  the  south  by  A.  E.  Potters 
Lot.  on  the  West  by  an  alley,  on  the  North  by  Third  Street  and  on 


the  east  by  William  Street  and  lying  in  rear  of  the  present  residence 
of  said  Sarah  M.  Rathbun — 

Paragraph  6.  1  give  and  bequeath  to  the  trustees  of  the  Elmiia 

Female  College  of  the  City  of  Elmira,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  ($25,000)  to  be  held  by  them  forever,  to  be  safely  invested 
by  them  in  bond  and  mortgage  upon  real  estate  as  a  permanent  fund. 
The  interest  or  income  annually  arising  from  the  same  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  scholarships  in  said  college  consisting  of  board 
and  tuition  therein  for  the  benefit  of  indigent  students,  and  those  who 
may  need  assistance  in  procuring  an  education.  1  he  Board  of  I  rus- 
tees  shall  designate  such  students  as  in  their  judgment  shall  be  most 
worthy  of  such  aid,  and  may  turnish  such  aid  in  boatd  oi  tuition  oi 
both,  as  to  them  shall  seem  best.  'Phis  bequest  to  be  paid  as  provided 


in  the  7th  article  of  my  said  W  ill. 


Seventh.  1  give  and  bequeath  to  the  1  rustees  oi  the  Southern 
'Pier  Orphans  Home  of  the  city  of  Elmira  X.  V.  the  sum  of  two 
Thousand  Dollars  to  be  by  them  safely  invested  in  Bond  and  Mort¬ 
gage  upon  real  estate  and  the  annual  interest  therefrom  to  be  used 
in  such  manner  as  the  Trustees  may  direct  for  the  purposes  of  the 


Association — 

Eighth.  All  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  estate  of  every  kind  and 
deception  both  Real  and  personal  after  the  payment  of  the  foregoing 
bequests  and  the  bequests  in  my  said  last  will  and  testament  1  gi\e 
bequeath  and  devise  to  John  T.  Rathbun  and  Newton  P.  Eassett  the 
executors  of  my  said  last  will  and  testament  and  to  my  friend  Orrin 
Robinson  all  of  the  City  of  Elmira  and  to  the  Survivor  of  them  m 
trust  to  and  for  the  following  uses  and  purposes  to-wit  1  o  sell  and 
convey  the  same  in  their  discretion  &  convert  the  same  into  money 
and  appropriate  the  same  to  the  benefit  of  my  Daughter  Samh  M. 


Rathbun  wife  of  John  T.  Rathbun  and  to  her  children  now  living 
and  to  any  and  all  which  may  be  hereafter  born  heirs  ol  her  body 
share  and  share  alike.  And  I  hereby  direct  my  trustees  and  the  sur¬ 
vivor  or  survivors  of  them  to  pay  over  to  my  daughter  Saiah  M. 
during  her  natural  life  all  the  rents,  interest  income  and  piofits  aiis- 
ing  from  her  share  of  the  said  residue  of  my  estate  annualK  01  semi 
annually  as  the  same  shall  be  received  for  her  own  use  And  also 
to  pav  over  to  her  annually  or  semi  annually  as  the  same  shall  be 
received  by  them  all  the  interest  income  rents  issues  and  profits  of 
said  residue  of  mv  estate  belonging  to  her  clnldien  as  heicm  pro¬ 
vided  to  be  by  her  equally  apportioned  among  her  children  as  herein 
required  until  in  the  wisdom  and  discretion  ol  my  said  Trustees  it 
shall  be  thought  best  (after  said  children  shall  have  reached  the  age 
of  T  wen  tv  five  vears  or  more)  to  pay  over  to  each  of  said  children 


the  amount  of  their  respective  shares  in  full — It  is  my  wish  and  my 
purpose  that  mv  Trustees  aforesaid  shall  not  pay  over  to  am  ol  said 
children  the  full  share  of  legacy  left  them  by  me  who  may  by  their 
imprudence  extravagance  or  bad  habits  be  likely  to  waste  the  same. 
If  any  such  case  shall,  arrive  then  1  desire  the  interests  and  income 
only  of  such  legacv  to  be  semi  annually  paid  to  such  an  one  during 
his  or  her  natural  life  and  upon  his  or  her  death  the  said  legacy  shall 
be  divided  among  his  or  her  legal  representatives  according  to  the 
Statute  of  Distribution.  And  upon  the  decease  of  my  said  daughter 
Sarah  M.  Rathbun,  I  desire  that  her  share  of  said  legacy  shall  be 


equally  divided  among  her  said  children  then  living  and  the  children 
of  any  deceased  child  to  take  the  same  share  that  their  parent  would 
if  then  living— And  it  is  my  intention  by  this  eighth  provision  in  this 
mv  Codicil  to  revoke  the  ninth  provision  of  mv  said  will  and  T  do 
herein-  revoke  the  same  Ninth.  1  do.  hereby  authorize  and  empower 


my  Executors  or  the  survivor  ol  them  to  sell  or  retain  any  secunties 
left  in  my  possession  at  my  decease  as  they  may  deem  best.  And 
to  sell  and  convev  bv  deed  any  real  estate  ol  which  l  may  die  seized 

Tenth.  And  I  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  my  Trustees 
herein  named  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  to  invest  the 
moneys  that  shall  come  into  their  hands  upon  bond  and  mortgage 
upon  real  estate  or  in  Covernmcnt  bonds  or  in  any  othei  sale  mciu- 
ities  as  shall  to  them  seem  best  Note  7  hat  part  of  a  scntcnic  used 
in  the  sixth  bequest  in  my  said  will  reading  as  follows  to-wit.  and 


strengthen  the  Presbyterian  Church”  wasn't  dictated  by  me  and  I 
prefer  it  should  not  he  used  My  purpose  being  rather  to  promote 
the  cause  and  Kingdom  of.  Christ  in  the  earth  than  to  advance  the 
interest  of  any  particular  sect  And  lastly  it  is  my  dcsiie  that  this 


.1 


Codicil  he  annexed  to  and  made  a  part  of  my  last  will  and  testament 

as  aforesaid  to  all  intents  and  purposes 

IX  WITNESS  WHEREOF  I  have  hereunto,  set  my  hand  and 
seal  this  19th  dav  of  February  in  the  year  of  our  Ford  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixtv-eight 


(L.  S.) 


The  above  instrument  consisting  of  three  sheets  was  at  the  date 
thereof  signed  sealed  and  published  and  declared  by  the  >aid  Simeon 
Benjamin  as  and  lor  a  Codicil  to  his  last  will  and  testament  in  pies 
ence  of  us  who  at  his  request  and  in  his  presence  and  in  the  pioence 
of  each  other  have  subscribed  our  names  as  witnesses  thereto 

EDWIN  F.  HUTCHINSON  of  Elmira  N  V 
CT-TAS.  C.  HALE  of  Elmira  N  5 

XIV 

CONCLUSION 

In  June,  185 1,  William  Benjamin,  son  of  Simeon  Benjamin,  gradu¬ 
ated  at  Williams  College.  He  died  in  January,  1852.  1  his  was  a 

great  blow  to  the  father,  who  shortly  after  became  deeply  interested 
in  tounding  a  college  for  women,  first  at  .Auburn  and  late.i  at  Elmua. 
From  this  time  until  his  death  in  1868  lus  chief  affection  was  foi 
Elmira  College  so  beautifully  described  by  Dr.  Cowles  in  the  Me¬ 
morial  Resolutions. 

Readers  mav  especially  notice  some  remarkable  features  of  this 
codicil.  First,  instead  of  reducing  gifts,  as  is  quite  commonly  done 
in  codicils,  Simeon  Benjamin  doubled  nearly  all  his  bequests,  thus 
increasing  his  gifts  to  all  nephews  and  nieces;  to  Auburn  I  beological 
Seminarv;  to  Hamilton  College;  to  the  Presbyterian  Home  at  Phil¬ 
adelphia.  Although  Elmira  College  was  his  greatest  interest  he  gave 
liberallv  to  other  institutions. 

We  have  had  a  few  great  men  in  Elmira  who  have  made  successful 
careers — there  have  been  two  Governors  of  New  York;  a  United 
States  Senator;  a  great  author;  a  great  preacher;  great  law\eis, 
doctors,  bankers,  judges,  millionaires,  generals  oi  the  Army  and 
admirals  of  the  Navv.  Among  them  all.  however,  we  venture  to 
assert  that  there  is  none  whose  life  and  work  was  so  fruitful  of  great 
results  as  that  of  this  frail,  unobtrusive  man  whose  memory  has  been 
neglected  and  almost  forgotten  in  the  city  where  he  founded  the  first 
college  for  women. 


’ 


“My  purpose  being  rather  to  promote  the  cause  ami  Kingdom 
of  Christ  in  the  earth  than  to  advance  the  interests 
of  any  particular  sect." 
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Crave  of  Simeon  Benjamin  in  Wotxllawn  Cemetery, 
Elmira,-  New  York 
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